











goes on, I make my way up to the line for closing out your purchases. This is where I stand in line
and pray to God that the credit card companies that assured me that they would approve large
purchases in a foreign country do actually approve them. There is nothing worse than calling
American Express from the back of an auction and trying to convince them that you are, in fact,
you! Today, however, all went smoothly and after paying, I made my way over to the side of the
room and gathered my plunder.

Then came the fun part. I had brought along a giant bow box, surrounded by all manner of packing
materials, and a sturdy cardboard box. T went out into the garage, sat down on the cold, concrete
floor and proceeded to go to town with scissors, foam, = e

bubble wrap and packing tape. I had planned for \}‘
DHL to come pick up the box the next day, but I was

tasked with making sure it was appropriately packed
for the trip.

I finished in time to hear Etienne auction off the last
dozen lots, and after the hammer fell for the final time,
the room burst into applause. We had all worked
long hours studying and bidding on hundreds of
instruments and bows and now it was time to party.
The wonderful staff of Vichy Encheres rolled out
long tables of hors d’oeuvres, cheese, champagne, and
yes, wine. Now that we arent all concentrating on
our bidding, and competing for the same items, we
come together as friends. It doesn’t matter if you are
a world-famous expert, a private collector from Japan, A 4 : &
or a Southern girl from the United States, we all drink 4 Bow peen e progarnd or all .
wine, share stories, and laugh together.
Later, a small group of us gathered around
Susan, my favorite Vichy staff member, as
she regaled us with stories of the different
| auctions they have. We asked how String
| Instrument Auction attendees were different
from Jewelry, Furniture and Fine Book
| Auction attendees and she said violin folks
> were lots more fun. Looking around the
§ room, [ didn't doubt her a bit. And I cannot
i wait for next year’s auction!

&~ For more information on the Vichy auction,

go to https://vichy-encheres.com/

To read about the record breaking Tourte

bow action, go to https://www.thestrad.

com/lutherie/tourte-bow-demolishes-price-
records-in-french-auction/7333.article

Monsieur Raffin and the wonderful staff of Vichy Enchéres
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Anna Huthmaker literally came into this world |
to the sounds of Brahms when her mother went
into labor while playing in a symphony concert.
She has since spent her entire life immersed in
music. With a Bachelor’s degree in Violoncello ¥
performance and a Masters Degree in Double V9%
Bass performance, she spent decades playing |

professionally and teaching. In addition to §
performing, soon after college her father, Roland,
introduced her to the world of lutherie. Many
years of studying bow restoration resulted in her

pursuing a career with her family violin shop,
Huthmatker Fine Violins.

Auction friends celebrate another successful trip to Vichy. From left to right:
Susan Boiron, Felicity and Brian Ward-Smith from West Country Violins,

Charles Huthmaker, unknown, author,

During this time, Anna’ life has been divided
into two loves: music and being of service. In
2010, Anna was invited to join Luthiers Sans
Frontiéres-UK to go to Ecuador and Haiti to teach bow repair. Delighted to find a way to marry both of
her loves, she began working with the different LSF organizations before joining with violin maker, Ute
Zahn, to co-found Luthiers without Borders, USA in 2014. Since its inception, Anna has traveled with
LSF-USA to developing countries where she teaches musical instrument repair to students in support of

local music programs. (@)
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Order Your Copy Today! A

The British Bow is a sumptuous coffee table

book that revisits the British Bow study ‘b j

exhibit from the 2016 VSA Convention that

was curated by Bruce Babbitt and Philip T -Eﬁ-
Kass. Hardbound, 144 pages of beautiful | ——— e
color photos.

$100 U.S. member price for standard
edition, $220 U.S. for the leather bound,
numbered deluxe edition (quantity limited). ===
$17 shipping and handling within the
U.S; $27 shipping and handling to Canada;
$37 shipping and handling outside the
U.S. and Canada.

Order at www.vsaweb.org
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